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ALPHA GREAT WAR PLAQUE



History of Alpha Lodge

• Constituted in 1880 in Parkdale

• Many of the Brethren were members of militia 
regiments in Canada and several had fought 
in:
– Fenian Raids

– North West Rebellion

– Boer War

• Several had served in British Military Units.

• Several held high rank (Colonel & Major).

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c9/Vickers_IWW.jpg


Archduke Franz Ferdinand and Family.
Assassinated in Sarajevo along with his 

wife Sophie on June 28th 1914.

Gavrilo Principe
Born July 25th 1894

Member of the Black Hand Serbian 
Nationalist Movement

Died in Terezin, April 28th 1918

How Did it All Start?

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html
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Tangle of Alliances

• Austria-Hungary upset by the assassination declares war on Serbia 
on July 28 1914.

• Russia bound by a treaty with Serbia declares war on Austria-
Hungary.

• Germany bound by a treaty with Austria-Hungary declares war on 
Russia on August 1 1914.

• France bound by a treaty with Russia declares war on Germany and 
Austria-Hungary on August 3 1914.

• Germany attacks Belgium August 4 1914 and Britain bound by 
treaty to Belgium and France declares war on Germany and Austria-
Hungary.

• Britain’s colonies and Dominions led by Canada, Australia, India, 
New Zealand and South Africa join Britain.

• Other nations Japan 23 August 1914, Italy May 1915 and the United 
States join the allies at a later date.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Royal_Irish_Rifles_ration_party_Somme_July_1916.jpg


Germany’s Declaration of War on Russia

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Kriegserkl%C3%A4rung_Erster_Weltkrieg.jpg


Combatants

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f4/Europe_1914.png


CANADA MOBILIZES



Val Cartier Camp-Quebec



Soldiers of the Canadian Expeditionary Force

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/British_55th_Division_gas_casualties_10_April_1918.jpg


Alpha at Valcartier
•The Worshipful Master visits the brethren who have signed up in 
the contingent and delivers parcels containing food and tobacco. 

Reports back they are in good health but two of them are short of 
underwear.

Alpha Brethren at Valcartier

•John D. Glover
•Ashton Fletcher

•Robert R. G. Stewart
•John P Girvan
•Fred. F. Philip



CEF – First Contingent Embarks for England

September 26th 1914



Pictures of the Embarkation



Patriotic Postcard



November 1914- Report Alpha War 
Committee

Members be divided into three classes:

1. Prisoners of war be sent each month a 
quantity of clothing food and tobacco.

2. T o those in the war area that they be sent 
each two weeks suitable underclothing, 
socks, handkerchiefs, soaps and tobacco 
amounting to $7.

3. That to those in training such comforts as 
may be suggested.



Second Battle of Ypres-April 22-23 1915

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/Trencheswwi2.jpg


Captain John D. Glover
4th Battalion CEF 



Bro. John Glover

Born 23 August 1888, Orillia, Ontario
Oldest 11 Children-5 boys and 6 girls
Joined Alpha in January 5 1911- No.731 in Lodge Register
Employed as a Postal Clerk, married with two children
Drill Instructor For the Royal Canadian Regiment at Stanley 
Barracks
Sent to Aldershot England for Officer Training
Commissioned as a Captain in the 97th Regiment (Algonquin Rifles)
Enlisted with the CEF on the 29th of August 1914 and posted to the 
4th Battalion, 1st Infantry Division as Adjutant
Left England for Ypres April 1 1915



12th Regiment (York Rangers)
19th Lincoln Regiment

20th Regiment (Halton Rifles)
35th Regiment (Simcoe Foresters)

36th Peel Regiment
44th Lincoln and Welland Regiment

4th Battalion Canadian Expeditionary Force



John’s Last Two  Dispatches-April 23 1915



Extract-4th Battalion War Diary



Family Tragedy

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:WW1_TitlePicture_For_Wikipedia_Article.jpg


Menin Gate Ypres Belgium

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/39/Menin_Gate_10.JPG


Panels Contain the Names of 54,896 Commonwealth Soldiers 
who died in Flanders in WW1 and have no known grave.

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina03.html
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Bro. Robert Gordon Caldwell Stewart

Born 17 March 1881, Inverness, Scotland
Affiliated with  Alpha in January 5 1911- No. 676 in the 
Register
Physician 
Long history of serving with militia regiments:

47th Frontenac's-4 years
12th York Rangers-4 years
48th Highlanders-2 years

Enlisted with CEF at Kingston on August 6 1914
Posted to the 48th Highlanders (Lance Corporal)
Arrived in France February 15 1915

http://www.greatwar.nl/poppies/handwritten.html


Bro. Robert Gordon Caldwell Stewart

http://data2.archives.ca/cef/gpc015/623950a.gif
http://data2.archives.ca/cef/gpc015/623950b.gif


Uniform and Cap Badge- 48 Highlanders

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina68.html


Cemetery:
DALHOUSIE (ST.JOHNS) 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CEM.
New Brunswick, Canada

Badly Wounded April 22 1915 
at St. Julien (Ypres Salient) 
whilst treating casualties in the 
trenches.  He was first hit by 
shrapnel in his left arm and 
shoulder.  Unbelievably, he was 
shot in the head at the same 
time.  The bullet entered at the 
corner of his left eye and exited 
just below his right ear.  The 
wound left him partially blind 
and paralyzed. There were only 
five officers and 263 other 
ranks of the 16th Battalion 
remaining after the battle. 
Robert finally died of his 
wounds in 1916.

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


April 22-23 1915 Bad Days For Alpha

Bro. Frederick Frazer Philip

Born December 23 1879
Engineer
Initiated into Alpha March 7 1912
Enlisted with CEF on September 22, 1914
Had been in the militia for 18 years
Corporal in the 3rd battalion (Toronto Regiment).
Captured at Second Battle of Ypres April 26 1915.
Returned to Canada 1919 

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina03.html


NCO’s of the 3rd Battalion (Toronto Regiment)-Belgium 1915

Bro. Frederick Phillip is one of these men.

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina75.html


2,100 Canadians were killed and 
4,000 were taken prisoner.

Second Battle of Ypres

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


Masonic Passport

http://www.greatwar.nl/music/williemcbride.html


Attestation Papers For Frederick Fraser Philip

http://data2.archives.ca/cef/gpc014/577122b.gif
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Alpha and Ypres

http://www.greatwar.nl/rivers/riverslancet.html
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“Bro.  Donald Calder, Riverdale Lodge No. 494 executed the work on the gavel from 
designs and working drawings submitted by Bro. A. N. Martin by the use of his 24 inch 

gauge, Square and Compasses and Chisel”.  

Bro. E. A. Ternan, Lieutenant, University Lodge No. 496  turned the wood. “However, 
after having his 24 inch gauge , Square and Compasses to good use, assisted by 

knowledge, grounded by accuracy and aided by labour, and prompted by 
perseverance”

Excerpts from a Letter from Captain A. J. Flood October 1917

http://www.greatwar.nl/music/williemcbride.html


127 Bn CEF 12th Regt York Rangers

Captain A. J. Flood

http://trees.ancestry.com/pt/ViewPhoto.aspx?tid=2447829&pid=-1840843403&oid=174c370a-7ab3-4270-ae11-bd3ce4d4cbb2&vid=d89c2dd0-cbb7-4f4a-b14f-1218cd57567d&pg=49


February 1916

Alpha Members Form Shamrock Lodge
R.W. Bro. H.C. Scully first W.M.

Bro. Samuel Hamilton S.W.
Bro. Harry Frazer Collins J W.

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


Service Number: 409539
5th Canadian Mounted Rifles 
(Quebec Regiment) 
Killed October 1st 1916

Cemetery:
VIMY MEMORIAL
Pas de Calais, France 

Bro. Alexander Webster

Born in Scotland November 28 1886
Initiated into Alpha April 30 1914
Worked for the Toronto Electric Light Company as a Linesman
Enlisted with CEF on June 15 1915
Private in the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles
Killed on the 1st of October 1916
Name on Vimy memorial- No known grave



Attestation Papers For Alexander Webster

http://www.greatwar.nl/picnic/pic01.html
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Extracts From War Diaries of the 3rd Canadian 
Division (Somme-1st use of Tanks)

http://www.greatwar.nl/children/child17.html


Vimy Memorial

To the valour of their countrymen 
in the Great War

and in memory of their sixty 
thousand dead this monument is 
raised by the people of Canada.

The names of 11,285 Canadians 
with no known grave are 

inscribed on the monument.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Memorial_Vimy_face.jpg


Bro. Robert Stanley Lewis

Born in Toronto July 16 1892
Single-Clerk
Enlisted in the CEF on February 7 1916
Posted to 123rd Canadian Pioneer Battalion (Royal 
Grenadiers)
Embarked for France from England March 9 1917

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


Attestation Papers For Bro. Robert Stanley Lewis

http://data2.archives.ca/cef/gpc009/463904a.gif
http://data2.archives.ca/cef/gpc009/463904b.gif


Service Number: 862171

Force: Army

Unit: Canadian Pioneers

123rd Division
Died April 22 1917

Cemetery:
STE CATHERINE BRITISH CEMETERY
Pas de Calais, France 

Another Tragedy For Alpha

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


St. Catherine Cemetery- Pas de Calais

War Diary Extracts-123rd Battalion



Bro. John George MacDonell

Born October 7 1882,  Toronto

Commercial Traveller
Lived in Princeton, BC
Married
Enlisted with the CEF November 17 1915
Posted to 50th battalion (Alberta Regiment)

http://www.greatwar.nl/children/child17.html


Attestation Papers For John George MacDonell

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html
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50th Battalion War Diary –November 1916



Bro. Charles Stanley Smith

Born September 9th 1878, England
Labourer
Providence Rhode Island U.S.A.
Married-Bridget Smith
Enlisted Feb 20th 1918 in Montreal
Posted to 14th Battalion (Royal Montreal Regiment)

http://www.greatwar.nl/children/child17.html


Attestation Papers For Charles Stanley Smith 

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html
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War Diary Extracts 14th Battalion September 26-27 1918

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


Bucquoy Road Cemetery, Ficheux, France

Mortally wounded September 27th. 
Transferred to the 22nd Casualty Clearing 
Station. Died the following day.

Bro. Charles Stanley Smith



February 1916February 1916

March 1918

Alpha Members Involved in the Formation 
of Tuscan Lodge

R.W. Bro. John Boyd first W.M.

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

— Lt.-Col. John McCrae

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina03.html


Honour Roll of Alpha Brethren Who Served in WW1

Lt. Col. H. C. Sparling, H.Q. 12th Canadian Brigade
Major Ashton Fletcher, O. C. Military Hospital, Salonika
Major John P. Girvan, 15th Battalion
Captain T. F. Silvester, 10th Battalion (Canadian Railway Troops
Captain A.J. Flood, 127th Construction Battalion
Lieutenant H. E. Gee, Canadian Machine Gun Corp
Lieutenant G. W. Broughton, B. Army Dumps, First Army B.E.F.
Q. A. M. H. Emsley, No. 4 Squadron, B. Flight, R.A.F.
Sgt. W. Sirett B.E.F.
Sgt. Ernest Price C.E. F.
Sgt. Edward Ryan C.E.F.
Sgt. Thomas Piper, 15th Battery, 6th Brigade
Pte. L. J. Thom, Canadian Cyclists Battalion
Pte.  A. O. McCurdy, D Company, 1st C. C. Depot
Pte.  James Gillies, 15th Battalion
Pte. E. J. Taylor, 7th Canadian Battalion
Pte. K. J. MacKenzie, # 48815, A. D. I., France
Pte. W. F. McCutcheon, 3rd Canadian Division, M. T. Co.
Pte. J. E. Norwich, 10th Dept of Supplies, C.A.S.C.
Pte. C. H. Pickering, 54th Battalion
J. E. Booth   S. H. Hurst   T.S. Redburn    Harvey Walters   A.B.  Colwell   S.L. Rees
K.B. McKellar   W.S. Graham   John Proctor   F.C. Ryves   Thomas Quinn   Walter Weir

http://greatwar.nl/weekpictures/voorpagina92.html


They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning we will remember them.

Bro. John Glover
Bro. Robert Gordon Caldwell Stewart

Bro. Alexander Webster
Bro. Robert Stanley Lewis

Bro. John George MacDonell
Bro. Charles Stanley Smith

http://www.greatwar.nl/children/child17.html

